
Number Sense



Why is mathematical fluency important?



Why Number Sense?



The Number Facts Fluency 

programme builds confidence and 

flexibility with number, and fluency 

in addition and subtraction facts. 



The Number Facts Fluency Programme 

teaches a core set of number facts (the 

grid facts.)

Modelled on the phonics programmes 

used in early reading, the programme 

groups the grid facts and teaches them 

systematically alongside the 

calculation strategies that can be used 

to solve them.



At the core of the programme are the 

Addition and Subtraction Fact Grids. 

These essential facts are the 

equivalent of times tables for addition 

and subtraction. Just as all 

multiplication and division 

calculations use root times table facts, 

all future addition and subtraction 

calculations use these root addition 

and subtraction facts. All grid facts are 

taught comprehensively on the path to 

fluency. 





The core facts are taught alongside 12 

calculation strategies. Learning and 

applying these strategies gives children a 

deep understanding of number and 

number relationships. Using these 

strategies children can then "use what 

they know to work out what they don't 

know". Explicit teaching of derived fact 

strategies is an effective route to fluency in 

addition and subtraction facts for all 

children.











How can you help at home?

• activities for at home
• subitising
• games with counting and addition/ 

subtraction
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