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• Connecting new ideas to concepts that have already been 
understood, and ensuring that, once understood and 
mastered, new ideas are used again in next steps of 
learning, all steps being small steps



• Representations used in lessons expose the mathematical 
structure being taught, the aim being that students can do 
the maths without recourse to the representation



• If taught ideas are to be understood deeply, they must not 
merely be passively received but must be worked on by the 
student: thought about, reasoned with and discussed with 
others



• Quick and efficient recall of facts and procedures and the 
flexibility to move between different contexts and 
representations of mathematics



• Varying the way a concept is initially presented to students, 
by giving examples that display a concept as well as those 
that don’t display it. Also, carefully varying practice questions 
so that mechanical repetition is avoided, and thinking is 
encouraged.























Stage 5 (Year 5/6)





https://stapleford-community-primary-school.secure-primarysite.net/curriculum/




Try out some activities!
Table 1 - Year 2 - arrays

- Build it, draw it, write it, say it
- Building calculations in different ways

Table 2 - Year 3 - arrays, commutativity and associativity 
- Building arrays 
- Multiplication on a number line

Table 3 - Year 4 - grid method
- Progress from an array to the grid method

Table 4 - Year 5 - early stages of long multiplication and previous knowledge
- Grid method (from year 4)
- Current progression into long multiplication

Table 5 -  Year 6 - long and short multiplication
- The method
- Application to reasoning problems
- Application to problem solving activities 

Table 6 - application to contexts
Table 7 - SAT style questions relating to multiplication (and division)
Table 8 - Times table rockstars
Table 9 - Mathletics
Table 10 - handout




